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Welcome! Project Information

Welcome to the Centennial F_—e

Boulevard Extension e-
newsletter. E-newsletters will
be sent periodically with y G
project updates, upcoming - ‘
meeting schedules and other
useful information about the
project.
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Access Sondermann Park The City of Colorado Springs is undertaking a project to extend
Project Information Centennial Boulevard from Fillmore Street to the Interstate-
Phase 1 Update 25/Fontanero Street Interchange.This important roadway
Phase 2 Update extension will provide much needed connectivity and mobility
Outdoor Education options to northwest Colorado Springs, as well as alleviate

traffic congestion along Fillmore and Chestnut streets.

MG&B@E@E}M Planned by the city for more than 30 years, the Centennial
Boulevard extension was originally anticipated as a six-lane
principal arterial to address travel demand between the Garden
of the Gods corridor and downtown. As land use and growth
conditions evolved over time, the City reclassified the
Centennial Boulevard extension as a four-lane minor arterial.

Please forward/share this
email with your neighbors.

Stay Connected The extension project was included in the original Pikes Peak
Rural Transportation Authority (PPRTA) program as a "C-list"

- HEVIWM project, but was not funded as other projects took precedence.

&R®RWDGR6 SUQIV JRY &HowoDp [ W With increased development in the area and the growing need
for this connection, it is on the PPRTA extension "A-list" of

&IW RI &RARUWDGR 6 SUQIV projects approved in 2012 by more than 80 percent of voters.

Aaron Egbert, P.E.

Project Manager Construction of the project has been divided into two phases to

(719) 385-5465 align with the current PPRTA prioritization and funding

_DHIEHW VSUQIVIRY FRP availability schedule.

3 IRMFVERQVXOBOW $( &20  Phase 1 work was awarded to Dwire Earthmoving and
Ryan Weaver, P.E. Excavating, a full-service earthwork, underground, site

Consultant Project Manager development and improvement contractor.
(719) 268-7431
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0 HVD6SUOIV &RP P X Phase 1 Update:
$WR,:LDkIR% QW Fillmore Street to Van Buren Street
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In December 2017, Dwire Earthmoving and Excavating started
work on completing pavement of the gap of Centennial
Boulevard between Fillmore and Van Buren streets. Drainage
6 HOG DO HP DIOR LHTXHWWR ~ Work and grading in this area are now complete. Due to weather
UHFHLYH SIRMPEWKSGDW H conditions, paving, sealing existing pavement and restriping
g_z_va}mv work are planned for May 2018.
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Quick Links

» City of Colorado
Springs website

e 2001 Intermodal
Transportation Plan,
City of Colorado
Springs

Frequently Asked
Questions
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Frequently Asked Questions
and scroll down.

Spotlight:
The Name Behind
Sondermann Park

Fred Sondermann Photo Credit:
Colorado College

In 1979, a City of Colorado
Springs park was dedicated to
the memory of Fred
Sondermann, now known as
Sondermann Park. Fred's wife,
Marion Sondermann spoke at
that dedication. "Fred's
concern was to ensure that
qualities and amenities which
attracted us to this beautiful
city in the first place and which
make it such a desirable place
to live are maintained and
enhanced. This park, at the
center of a rapidly developing
urban area, will be a most
important contribution toward
this goal," said Marion. "The
decision to maintain this area
in its natural state is fully in
keeping with what | am sure
would have been Fred's
wishes, an island in the midst
of a bustling city; a place for
quiet retreat; and a reminder of
the true value of the land."

The Centennial Blvd.

Paving the missing gap of
Centennial Boulevard from
Fillmore to Van Buren
streets will provide
construction access for the
developer to complete the
Voluntary Cleanup Plan
(VCUP) of an
undocumented trash site by
late 2018. This is a closed
area and an active
construction zone. For the
safety of the public, four-
wheeling, walking and biking
is discouraged in this area.

To honor commitments made
to residents to reduce cut-
through traffic into the
neighborhoods the gap will
be paved and the road will
be open to construction
traffic, the remainder of the
Centennial Boulevard
extension project area will
remain blocked at Van Buren
Street and Mesa Valley

Road during this phase.

In addition, the contractor
has completed demolition
and removal of the existing
buildings and all debris has
been removed from the
properties on Fontanero
Street acquired by the City
of Colorado Springs:

&
e

* 615 Fontanero St.
e 621 Fontanero St.
« 808 Fontanero St.
* Restroom in Sondermann Park
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* Construction plans: Complete

» Contractor selection: Complete - Dwire Construction

¢ Construction started: December 2017

« Anticipated completion: Late spring/early summer 2018

Phase 2 Update:
Van Buren Street to Interstate-25

The more significant aspect of the project (90 percent) will take
place during Phase 2 involving construction of the Centennial
Boulevard roadway extension from Van Buren Street to
Interstate-25. After completion of the VCUP, this phase will
include earthwork, utility and drainage infrastructure, roadway
paving, curbing, pedestrian facilities, lighting, and landscaping
for that segment. It also includes finishing details (final striping,
signage, pedestrian facilities, lighting, etc.) on the Phase 1
segment north of Van Buren Street.
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* VCUP completion by others: Estimated Summer 2019 -
The City can begin Phase 2 construction after completion
of the VCUP. Anticipated completion of Phase 2 will be



https://coloradosprings.gov/public-works/page/centennial-boulevard-extension
https://coloradosprings.gov/sites/default/files/public_works/Transportation/IntermodalTransportationPlan/itp_final_4-10-01.pdf
https://coloradosprings.gov/public-works/page/centennial-boulevard-extension#public-outreach-faqs

Extension runs in to and
around this park. This is the
story of the Sondermanns, the
name behind the Park: 5( $'
025(¢(

To Access

Sondermann Park:
From Interstate-25, take the
Fontanero Street exit. Drive
west one block. Turn left. Drive
south on North Chestnut
Street three blocks. Turn right
on West Caramillo Street.
Drive one block to the
trailhead.

The Hike:
From the trailhead, a bridge
crosses Mesa Creek. The ftrail
then turns right and wanders
upstream. There are several
paths. There are a few
benches along the way to sit
and enjoy the wildlife in the
area. At the north end of the
park, consider climbing the
short Bluestem Trail to get a
closer look at the dry, shrubby
hills, and a good view of the
city. Return south via an
informal network of trails.

within two years of the start date. (The date could move
up based on completion of the VCUP).

» Tentative construction start: Summer 2019

¢ Tentative construction completion: Summer 2021
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Sondermann Park -- Outdoor Education

Situated at the south end of the new Centennial Boulevard
Extension is the 110-acre Sondermann Park, named for
longtime community leader Fred Sondermann (see article
below). Existence of the park has not been widely known due to
its location and difficult access. One of the many citizen
requests from the public input process during design of new
Centennial Boulevard extension is for increased directional
signhage on how to access the park.

The park, designated in 1990 as the 62nd Urban Wildlife
Sanctuary by the National Institute for Urban Wildlife, offers an
outstanding opportunity for outdoor education with its lush
forests, mesa grasslands, wildlife, and spring-fed creek.
Students from the local neighborhood Academy for Advanced
and Creative Learning have long used the park as an outdoor
hands-on classroom. Jennifer Tarbox, 5th and 6th grade teacher
at the school, takes her class out for "Science in the Park"
several times each school year. "We're excited to use the
Centennial Boulevard Extension project as part of our ecology
unit this spring," said Tarbox. "Speakers from the project team
will visit our class this month to describe how the project was
designed to avoid impacts to Sondermann Park and the
neighborhood, and how water quality improvements were
included to protect the creek," she said. "Learning first-hand
about the details involved in planning the new road will give the
students a richer understanding of how complicated this project
is from an environmental standpoint. They'll know things that
most locals won't and will be able speak knowledgably about the
project every time they drive the new road," said Tarbox.
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